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London Ambulance Service Unison Branch
 Committee Meeting
27th September 2004 10.30 – Partnership House SE1 
	Present:
	Eric Roberts - Branch Secretary
Eddie Brand - Chair
Bryan Arnold - Treasurer
Jim Underdown – Membership Officer
Mark Belkin – Education Officer

Rob Sydney - Communications Officer

John Gough – Labour Link Officer

Harry Day – Training Officer

Paul O’Neill - Minutes Secretary
Michael Apps - Retired Members Officer
George Achilles – North East Sector

Karen McDonald – North West Sector

Pete Hannell – North West Sector
Gary Edwards – West Sector

Dave Lamey – South West Sector

 Sarah Hardy – South West Sector

	
	

	Apologies:

	 Phil Thompson

 Andrea Shields

Paul Leggett

Dave Smith

Julie Shirt

Ian Lee

Joe Easterbrook

Claudette McNaughton

Richard Chow

Mark Lione


Introductions
· None.
Previous Minutes

· Minutes from 10th August agreed as a true record.

Matters Arising
· None.
Branch Secretary’s Report (ER)
·  Distributed the latest figures for legal forms and compensation.
· 2005 Diaries will be the same as size and style as 2004. Branch information and Branch Officers/Representatives contact details will be added.

Agreed by Committee.
· Unions for Cuba Solidarity Conference 6th October 2004 at Congress House.

· Retirement function for Brian Arnold and Mick Emmerson. Brian Arnold will stay on as Branch Treasurer until the next election.
· Receipt for donation to the Ambulance Service Workers Hardship Fund.

· Thanks received for the retirement donation given to Karen Little.

· Thanks received from Elia Dunster for sponsorship from the Branch.

· Letter to Paul Davies regarding sponsorship of his Bike Ride to Paris.

· Retirement function request received on behalf of Paul Higginson.
Agreed by Committee.
Agenda for Change Update
· ER gave a detailed report. 
· A4C Service Group Executive’s recommendation to accept.
· Ambulance Call Taker is on the Immediate Priority Job Profiles List.
· Maybe two levels of EMT. First would include trainee EMT’s and EMT’s Band 4. Then higher EMT’s, whose additional skills depending on the Ambulance Trusts training (i.e. LAS) would be matched to Band 5.

· Review of Experience in the Early Implementer sites.

· AfC poster from Unison highlighting the October vote.

· London Allowance, a lengthy discussion took place regarding the proposed Inner/Outer London living allowance zones. As a result the Branch felt it would be fairer if all staff were paid the same allowance, regardless of which zone they worked in. Also the zones apply to PCT’s who are static and cover one area of London where as the LAS is a pan-London trust. It was proposed that the Branch enter talks to secure equal and fair London allowance payments for LAS staff.






Agreed by Committee.
· Agenda for Change mandate – ER proposes that the Delegates accept AfC at the forthcoming conference, seconded by JU.
This was agreed by the committee following a vote.
Equal Opportunities (DS)
· No report.
Retired Members (MA)
· GLR seminar has been cancelled due to be rescheduled next month.
Welfare (AS)
· No report.
Health & Safety (EB on behalf of IL)
· New A&E vehicles will be fitted out by MacNeillie and not U.V.G. The new spec will include A/C in the rear of vehicle as well as a T.V camera to monitor crew safety.
· A new trolley is currently on trial.
· Carry sheets should be used on trolleys and not hospital sheets. They can be easily ordered from station.
· Infection control.
Treasurers Report (BA)
· BA gave a verbal report.
· Hotel booked for the retired members conference

Communication (RS)
· Latest winner of the Website Newsletter Subscribers draw (£50) is Helena Foley.
Membership (JU)
· JU is consolidating his role as membership secretary with the help of Fred Phillips. A good relationship has been established with the regional membership department. 
Recruitment & Retention

· Update on proposed Regional Recruitment Activity linked to GPF TV advert.
· Computerised link now established between the Branch and Unison head office.
· Advise new members to join Unison using the online form on www.lasunison.com . This will mean a quicker application process. This also applies to members wishing to change their personal details.
Education (MB)
· Computer course for Reps. Phase 2 of the course this time covering MS Word was a great success.
Labour Link Officer (JG)
· Will be attending a two day conference in Manchester during October.
PTS
· Discuss ways to fill PTS Unison seats.


Deferred until next meeting.
CAC
· No report. CAC representatives at internal meeting.
Regional Officer
· No report.
Staff Council Reports
· It was proposed that JU sit on Staff Council in Unison vacant seat. Agreed by Committee.
AOB
· KMc – LFB refusing to assist with very heavy patients in the west sector. LFB responses to such calls seem to vary depending which area of London call is.
· JU – Problems where crews who are going off duty and are not being relieved, are not being paid 15 minutes for returning drug packs. This was agreed at the A&E Sub committee on 8th September 2004.






ER and EB to deal.
· Please note next meeting is for all Branch committee members and not Branch Officers only. This is in order to work through any outstanding issues and AfC.
Date of next meeting 

· 12th October 2004 10.30 Conference Rom HQ.
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