RETURNING OFFICER’S REPORT TO LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 22ND MARCH 2005

1. This year there were elections for 2 posts, Branch Treasurer and Branch Vice-Chair.  A total of 346  ballot papers were received, of which 345 were valid.

2. Branch Treasurer -  In this election votes were cast as follows:

Richard Chow
-
123

George Achilles
-
206

Subject to AGM approval therefore I declare George Achilles elected to the post of BRANCH TREASURER.

3. Branch Vice-Chair – In this election votes were cast as follows:

Steve Harbord
-
110

Sarah Hardy

-
153

Paul Leggett

-
 77

Subject to AGM approval therefore I declare Sarah Hardy elected to the post of BRANCH VICE-CHAIR.

4. I should further report that a complaint was raised via the Branch Secretary to me about the conduct of this election.  I was provided with a leaflet and an email sent by Steve Harbord to various addresses within the London Ambulance Service.  Two complaints were made about this.  

First, that the material sent breached election Rule 12 which states “a  candidate’s election statement can be the only material circulated on behalf of the candidate during the ballot period” and also that as these materials were circulated prior to the receipt by members of ballot papers that this further breached Rule 12.  In the event, as Steve Harbord did not win this election the complaint has not had to be considered.  
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For the avoidance of doubt in future elections, however, it may be useful for the AGM to note that the Branch Election Rule 12 is quite clear and was breached by the candidate. Material sent out can only be the Election Address, and both the e-mail Steve sent to mess rooms and the hard copy leaflet added extra material and was therefore in breach of the Rule. The fact that these materials were received before the ballot papers was not a breach of Rule as they were sent out within the proscribed ballot period. (There was a delay in dispatching the papers due to the Regional Office re-location). Had Steve won the election therefore, as Returning Officer I would have had to consider whether the election should have been re-run or the candidate disqualified, as provided for under Branch Election Rule 21.  I would recommend that the AGM and candidates in future elections are reminded of these and other election rule provisions.

5) The posts elected unopposed were notified to all members on 28th February.

Phil Thompson

Regional Officer & Branch Returning Officer

22nd March 2005

