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Minutes of the Meeting of the

A&E Vehicle and Equipment Working Group

Held on 1st June 2004

At 13.00 hours in the Conference Room, LAS Headquarters

	Present:
	
	
	

	
	E Brand
	Staff Side Chair
	Romford

	
	J. Pooley
	ACAO
	Ilford

	
	R Hopkinson
	Principal Project Manager
	HQ

	
	I Lee
	Staff Side Health and Safety Officer
	Becontree

	
	P McDermott
	Safety and Risk Advisor
	HQ

	
	A Payne
	Duty Officer
	Bow

	
	D Smith
	Staff Side Representative
	Becontree

	
	C Jolly
	Head of Fleet
	Greenwich

	
	C Vale
	Acting Logistics Manager
	Bow

	
	J Selby
	Safety and Risk
	HQ

	
	D. Ryell
	GMB Branch Officer
	Brixton

	
	J. Walters
	S/E Sector Rep
	Greenwich

	
	M. Lovejoy
	EMT N/W Rep
	Park Royal

	
	K. Murphy
	Team Leader
	Waterloo

	
	M. Staines
	Supervisor
	Whipps Cross

	
	B. Clark
	Equipment Specialist
	Barnehurst

	
	C. Haines
	Logistics Manager
	Greenwich

	
	
	
	

	In attendance
	Dr Levick
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	38/04
	Viewing of Seat Belts in vehicles
	

	
	
	

	
	The group went to view the new vehicles and the way other trolley beds can be used.

The group returned and it was agreed that they were happy with the new suggestions and will go ahead with the purchase.

It was suggested that the hospitals could supply the equipment.

RH agreed to look into the costing.
	RH

	
	
	

	39/04
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dipack Chauhan, Mick Maynard, Bob Fellow and Mike Boyne.
	

	
	
	

	40/04
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting (18th March 2004)

The minutes were agreed as a true record once amendments were made. 
	

	
	
	

	41/04


	Matters Arising

41.1 Terms of Reference for VEWG (23.3)

It was agreed that this item would be carried over to the next meeting.

41.2 Trolley Bed Specification Sub Group (23.4)

RH confirmed to the group that the specification for the next 65 vehicles had been amended to take into account the feed back he had received from staff.  It was said that the tender was to go out within the next 2 weeks and orders would be placed by July.  65 new vehicles would be purchased by March.

41.3   Unwin Clamps (23.5)

This item was discussed further down the agenda.

41.4   Trolley Beds (25/04) 

This item was discussed earlier in the agenda.

41.5   Redesign of the Paramedic Bags (29/04)

It was agreed by the group that this item would be carried over to the next meeting.

41.6   Ferno Falcon Trolley Beds

This item was discussed earlier.

41.7   New Carry Sheet and Clinical Waste Bags (33/04)

AP informed the group that this item was solved at the last meeting.

41.8   Vehicle Security (34/04)

CJ explained to the group that this issue was solved at the last meeting and it was suggested that central locking needed to be looked into.

41.9   LA400/Vehicle based fault book (35/04)

CJ informed the group that the Sub group had meet and had agreed the book.  CJ stated that he has been trying to get hold of the book from R. Deakins.  CV and MB agreed to chase up R. Deakins.

41.10 Trial Feedback (37/04)

CV informed the group that the Nitrile gloves have been ordered for the trial due to start at Romford.  CV agreed to speak to Islington regarding the trial of the disposable laryngoscope blades and disposable masks and biological filters.  He advised that he would provide an update at the next meeting..

It was also agreed by the group that the trial of the improved vomit bags would be trailed at a Waterloo station for a further four weeks, as there has only been limited feedback received over the three month trial period.


	CV/

MB

CV

	42/04
	Presentation from Dr Levick
	

	
	
	

	
	The group was given a presentation from Dr Nadine Levick from the USA on her findings on restraints used in ambulances.  She believed that further work needed to be done into patient, staff, and equipment restraints on vehicles.
The group thanked Dr Levick for her presentation.
	

	
	
	

	43/04
	Review of the Incubator Straps
	

	
	
	

	
	RH informed the group that Unwin Clamps and Q Straint straps that enabled the incubators to be secured in the vehicles had been approved but needed to have a few minor modifications.  RH agreed to work out the costing for these
	RH

	
	
	

	44/04
	Alternative Response Steering Group (Standing Item)

AP advised that the group had recently met.  He stated that the Duty Officer and AOMs was at the last meeting and a new risk assessment had been carried out for the FRU’s.  HE advised that they are looking at the new Astra.

RH stated that a paper had been presented to the AOM Group looking at vehicles of the same group, instead of going to various suppliers.
	

	
	
	

	45/04
	Risk - Standing Item (Standing Item)
JS handed out updated copies of the risk register to the group and went through the changes.

AP advised that item 7 had been completed and stated that Fleet needed to be updated on it.  AP agreed to send BC the new straps and the ordering details.  AP also informed the group that a positive feedback had been received from the new over shoulder bio straps.

JS agreed to update the register.


	JS

	46/04


	Manual Handling Group – Standing Item 

JS informed the group that the Manual Handling group had not meet since the last meeting.  He advised the group that on 26th May the group went and gave a presentation to the SMG.
	

	
	
	

	47/04
	MRU Working Group (Standing Item)
	

	
	
	

	
	The group was advised that the MRU group was only getting one new vehicle.

KM advised that the new trial bike was in the workshop and there were a few problems with it.
	

	
	
	

	48/04
	Duty Station Officers (Standing Item)
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed by the group that this agenda item in future can be discussed in the Alternative Response Steering Group.
	

	
	
	

	
	AP informed the group that the new Pals Kits have not yet been released into A&E operations.
	

	
	
	

	
	CV advised that a few problems had been raised and until they were solved the kits would not be realized.
	


	
	
	

	49/04
	Manual Handling Moving Aids (04.3)
	

	
	
	

	
	JS advised the group that the Manual handling kits have been agreed.  He proposed that 1 kit in each vehicle.

It was said that an ison had been approved for the kits by the board.  RH showed concern on where the new kits would be placed in the vehicles.  CV and RH agreed to discuss out of the meeting where the new kits would be placed.
	CV/

RH

	
	
	

	50/04
	Sharps Box
	

	
	
	

	
	JS informed the group that they were looking into re positioning the Sharps box, and to propose a new placing as patients have been getting hold of the box and is potentially dangerous.

CJ stated that he had proposed to MB to move the box to the other side of the vehicle.

IL advised the group that the box needed to be moved, as one sector is not using them at all and need to have it moved as soon as possible.  IL agreed to contact Dipack Chauhan to look at the vehicle and where the repositioning can be done.

JS agreed to report back to CV and circulate the information to the group.

It was suggested that a group was formed to look at the repositioning.  It was agreed that the group formed of IL JS DC and a person from Fleet.
	

	
	
	

	51/04
	Sprinter Door Mirrors
	

	
	
	

	
	CJ informed the group that there was a problem with getting the split view mirrors.  He showed the group a new split mirror to improve the blind spot visibility and it was agreed by the group that it will be used as the replacement for all broken wing mirrors pending a successful trial at Waterloo.
	

	
	
	

	52/04
	Tail Lift Manual Operating Instructions
	

	
	
	

	
	CJ advised the group that he had made clearer instructions for the tail lift manual instructions.  CJ agreed to send the group a copy of the handout with the minutes.

A copy of a document giving details of problems that had occurred with tail lifts was given to the group.  This also included actions that had been taken.
CJ agreed to keep the group undated on the latest issues.
	CJ

CJ

	
	
	

	53/04
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	

	
	53.1  Nasal Cartography
	

	
	
	

	
	DR asked if Nasal Cartography’s could be ordered.  KM stated that they were on EROS to be ordered but staff can only use them if they know how to use them.

JP agreed to take the issue back to training.
	JP

	
	
	

	
	53.2  In Cab Lighting
	

	
	
	

	
	IL asked if attendants could have inside cab lighting to do paperwork, maybe the use of a map light.

CJ stated that he would like to know what kits and circuits were being used.

It was agreed that it would be brought back to the next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	53.3 Canverses
	

	
	
	

	
	IL raised that nothing is supplied for the trolley beds, and asked what should be supplied as it was raised at the corporate health and safety meeting.

KM responded by saying that the supplier of disposable blankets supplied waterproof sheets.

It was agreed that this item would be brought back to the next meeting.  

KM agreed to bring some throw away sheets to the next meeting.
	KM

	
	
	


	
	53.4  Non adhesive wound dressings
	

	
	
	

	
	CV informed the group that Dave Whitmore was proposing to move the Trust to a different make of dressings.

JS advised that this should be taken through the clinical risk group.

CV agreed to tell them to go ahead and take it to the group.
	CV

	
	
	

	
	53.5  Proposal Step for trolley beds
	

	
	
	

	
	JS showed the group a picture of a step to help with getting trolley beds up kerbs.

The group agreed that JS should get one to show to the group.
	JS

	
	
	

	
	53.6  SABS
	

	
	
	

	
	PMD informed the group that the Department of Health manages SABS and they send PMD safety bulletins.

JP advised that if the system is in place already, it should be down to the head of training to decide if the bulletins go out or not.
	

	
	
	

	
	53.7  Progress on Rear Door Catch
	

	
	
	

	
	IL asked if there had been and progress on the door catch.  RH advised that an order has been placed since the last meeting and agreed to chase purchasing up.  RH agreed to inform IL on the situation.
	RH

	
	
	

	
	53.8  Reversing Cameras
	

	
	
	

	
	RH informed the group that he had received an increase in the amount of incidents since having the cameras.  He asked if the group could feed back to crews that the camera is an aid for the vehicle and not to replace standing procedures for the attendant getting out of the vehicle.

JP advised that a reminder in an operational bulleting via Maurice Clayton should be put out.
	

	
	
	


	
	53.9  MDT’s
	

	
	
	

	
	PMD advised the group that six MDT’s have been stolen and 2 mapping systems.

RH stated that they were stolen from a repair workshop and not out of vehicles.
	

	
	
	

	
	Date of Next Meeting:  8th July 2004

                                        13.00-16.00, Conference Room HQ
	


Page 1 of 8

