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	01/07
	Apologies
John Selby

Colin Jolly

Gordon Ballard

John Winnister
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	02/07
	Previous Minutes – 07th December 2006
Agreed as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	03/07
	Matters Arising

03.01 Secure Infant Carriage (10/06) 

CV stated that an SPPP has been submitted for this financial year but has not been agreed.  Lynn Sugg is meeting with a potential supplier this afternoon.  The Ambulance Services Association (ASA) held a meeting in March on this subject but has not published its risk assessment report yet.

DS added that there doesn’t seem to be a dedicated product on the market and this issue will be driven nationally by Hilary Pilling – ASA Safety & Risk 

03.01 Secure Infant Carriage (10/06) (continued)

Adviser, however this issue still needs investigating for suitable products.  The LAS is exempt in law from using suitable restraints only when conveying in an emergency situation.

03.02 FR300 Oxylator (39/06) 

DS confirmed that Dave Whitmore recommended a trial of this product by the training department.

BF suggested it is bench tested at Fulham Training first and if the product is thought to be suitable then a trial could be carried out through GR.  BF agreed to collect the product from Dave Whitmore and discuss the matter further with GR at Fulham.

03.03 Paramedic Bag Group (71/06) 

BF stated that the group didn’t meet in February as scheduled as a result of REAP level 3.  He asked CV to notify him of what, if any funds are available.

03.04 Disposable Mattress Covers (98/05)
AM reported that only 15-20 manual handling kits have been replaced.

DS said that he had spoken to the Great Western and South Coast ambulance services, neither of which use NHS sanctioned products for this issue.

CV asked AM to look into the possibility of renting products.

DC stated that he knew of some disposable products and could bring some samples in.

CV suggested to the group that some cheap disposable mattress covers could be bought in the interim to take care of the infection control issue and a search could continue for a product that doubled as a transfer sheet.

The group agreed.

IL asked for all samples to be examined by the Equipment Approval Group (EAG)

03.05 Ampoule Breakers (91/06)
DS stated that he would need to carry this item over to the next meeting.

CV asked him to get some samples before the EAG prior to the next meeting of the VEWG.

03.06 One Touch Ultra (95/06)
AM stated that Mark Whitbread has looked at a product from Bayer that seems suitable.

DS asked AM to bring the product to the EAG.

AM also stated that she would check with Richard Deakins if there would be a need to tender for the testing strips.

BF pointed out that there would be a need to carry out training if a new product was brought into service.

03.07 Pre-Hospital Bloods (110/06)
GR showed the group samples of vaccutainers that are being used by the various hospitals involved in this issue, all of which are NHS approved.

CV reported that Fionna Moore and Dave Whitmore have been discussing whether to issue a protocol on this but it would be difficult to standardise equipment.  CV said he would go back to Fionna Moore with the concerns of the group over the differing equipment/methodology being used in different areas of London, and find out what her intentions are on future proceedings.

03.08 New Guedel Airways from Intersurgical (111/06)
AM reported that price negotiation is still ongoing but should be completed soon.

DS confirmed that this can now come off of the agenda and that the he would email stations with the EROS order numbers.
03.09 Res-Q-Vac (112/06)
CV asked BF to identify some disposable samples and take them to the EAG.

03.10 Femoral Leg Traction Splint (113/06)
DS stated that he would take this to the EAG.

03.11 Vehicle Defect Book (113/06)
CV said that the SPPP had been submitted but for the time being he will go ahead and fund this out of the Logistics budget and get orders placed.  The books should be available by mid May.  He asked CG to publish this in a Fleet bulletin.

03.12 Hard Surface Wipes (113/06)
IL agreed to look into this matter with John Winnister.

03.13 Recycled Batteries & New Paper for Lifepak 12 (128/06)
AM confirmed that the warranty for the Lifepak would be invalidated if used with recycled batteries.

03.14 Intra Osseous Device Trial (129/06)
CV stated that nothing would proceed until the SPPP has been decided upon.

03.15 240v Mains Power in AEUs (131/06)
NP reported that Lynn Sugg had held various discussions and that the topic seemed to be suited to a specialist vehicle debate again.

03.16 Vehicle Daily Inspection – LAS Procedure (133/06)
CV acknowledged that the sub group had not been set up yet due to the LAS being in Performance Recovery Mode but as this had now finished the matter needed to be expedited.  He asked DS to chair the sub group and EB to nominate staff side representation.  He asked BF or GR to sit in for Training, and DC to nominate someone from Safety & Risk.

03.17 Disposable Blankets (135/06)
CV confirmed that Training carried out some assessments in 2004/05 for emergency use.
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	04/07
	Alternative Response Steering Group (Standing Item)
AP stated that the group is meeting tomorrow and that he had nothing to report prior to then.

CV confirmed that Richard Webber is still chairing the group.

The group then discussed a bulletin put out by Russell Smith stating that no vehicle should carry equipment on the rear seats unless an equipment guard secures it.  It was felt that this could have a huge impact on the number of RRUs that would need to be taken off the road due to a lack of installed equipment guards.

The group then discussed and agreed a short-term solution of an immediate ordering and fitting of cargo nets in the affected vehicles following approval from Safety & Risk.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	05/07

& 06/07
	Risk (Standing Item) & 
Manual Handling Implementation Group (MHIG) (Standing Item)
DC circulated a summary of the changes to the risk register and gave an update on the issues currently being discussed in the MHIG.
	

	
	
	

	07/07
	MRU Working Group (Standing Item)
CV announced that this group will become a sub group of the ARSG and asked SV to remove this as a standing item on the agenda.
	SV

	
	
	

	
	
	

	08/07
	Ambulance Procurement Update (Standing Item)
CV confirmed that there are no firm plans to purchase or lease any new vehicles at present, and that the new front-end model is still under discussion.

The group discussed the rotation of vehicles around the Service that should help to limit the amount of miles that any one vehicle clocks up.

IL stated his concern that the majority of LDVs are not fit for purpose.

CV understood those concerns but said that he could not provide more detailed information until the front-end model has been finalised.

08.01 Rubber Block Location (55/06)

IL confirmed that this could come off of the agenda.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	09/07
	RRU Procurement Update (Standing Item)
NP stated that the supplier is now rolling out 7-8 vehicles per week.

CV added that he had been to see the supplier with Mike Dinan to discuss their operational problems with regard to the LAS.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	10/07
	Specialist Vehicle Update (Standing Item)

NP said that he needs to resurrect the work on this project to see exactly what is needed.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	11/07
	Hot Zone Working Vehicles (Standing Item)
NP reported that all of the vehicles have now been put into service.

DS stated that the Department of Health have procured a multiple person oxygen delivery system for the Trust, ostensibly for use in multi victim incidents.  He will arrange for a demonstration of the equipment.
	DS

	
	
	

	
	
	

	12/07
	Carry Chair Update (Standing Item)
DS stated that Kitty Whitehead who was leading the work on a replacement chair is now on maternity leave.  He asked the group if they wanted to go ahead with a tender regardless of the outcome of the SPPP decision, or to defer until Kitty returned to work.

The group agreed to go ahead with the tender.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	13/07
	Trolley Bed Update (Standing Item)
CV stated that Ferno are offering a new pressure mattress for trial and asked the group how they would like to structure a trial.

EB requested that a mattress be trialled in each sector and overseen by the sector Health & Safety reps.

BF suggested that the mattresses be manufactured in a different colour to differentiate them from a standard mattress.

IL suggested the mattress be shown to the EAG first and the trial commenced from there.

CV then reported that the upgrades to the Pegasus frames were now complete and appeared to be successful.  Ferno have supplied some reworked IV poles for the trolley bed.  

DS stated that he would take these to the EAG.

BF suggested that the new IV poles should stay with the pressure mattresses as one unit during the trial.

CV continued that there have been some MHRA alerts on the Falcon 6, the latest coming in January of this year.  Ferno are addressing these problems slowly.  CV is still asking Ferno to improve their Falcon 6 mattress.

Ferno insist that the push/pull handle does not have a design fault and are saying that the LAS should purchase conversion kits and carry out the installation using our resources.  CV asked the group if they still want to pursue Ferno to provide the conversion kits and labour for fitting free of charge.

The group agreed to pursue the matter with Ferno.

13.01 Costing of Strap Replacement (126.01)

CG has obtained a quote from SP Services that is 30% cheaper than Canons.

CV undertook to speak to Richard Deakins about his objections to using SP Services.
	DS

CV

	
	
	

	
	
	

	14/07
	PTS Issues (Standing Item)
NP stated that there is a meeting of the PTS VEWG tomorrow and asked what was the best route for A&E Support staff to bring their issues forward to this group.

MM replied that they just need to be given the names of the A&E sector reps.

NP said he would pass those names on to Ian Todd for dissemination to A&E Support staff.
	NP

	
	
	

	15/07
	Blood Sampling Kits

This matter was covered in item 08/07 above
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	16/07
	CRU Inventory Procedure
CV asked for comments on the draft VDI procedure, particularly regarding the CRU inventory, to be sent to him by the group members.
	ALL

	
	
	

	
	
	

	17/07
	Latex Free Gloves

DS said that he had heard unofficial reports of some staff having allergic reactions to the latex free gloves.

Staff Side confirmed that this is the case.

CV asked AM to source other suppliers of latex free gloves.

DC suggested the importance of finding the cause of the rashes as they may be due to improper usage of the gloves, e.g. wearing them for prolonged periods unnecessarily.

BF agreed saying there was a need to review the training and education of staff as to when they put gloves on.

CV said he would take the issue to the Infection Control Group.
	AM
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	18/07
	Vehicle Replacement Programme

This matter was covered under item 08/07 above
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	19/07
	Any Other Business

Disposable Equipment

DS reported that all of the new items of disposable equipment have now been put into service apart from the bag and mask.

CV stated that the removal of old equipment needs to be managed and he will publish a bulletin covering all the issues.

Paediatric Finger Probe for Lifepak 12

PO asked if the probes could still be obtained.

BF suggested getting some specialised tapes.

DS said he would obtain some samples.

London Ambulance Radio Project (LARP)

DS stated that he has asked LARP to consult with the VEWG when they fit 5 trial vehicles with digital radios.

Lost Property Bags

AP said he had been asked by Gary Bassett to raise the issue of the lost property bags containing an electronic bar code that were trialled.

CV responded that the LAS would now be trialling a different bag for three months, however he felt that this wasn’t a matter for the VEWG.

Equipment Approval Group
CV asked SV to add the EAG as a standing item to future agendas.
	CV

DS

SV


Date of Next Meeting:

24th May 2007
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