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	Introduction:

Internet access is provided for all networked PCs. It is important that the Internet is used wisely and only ever in connection with the LAS's business - some exceptions apply. 

	

	Requirements:

1. Access to Internet sites is allowed but only on the basis that access is for LAS purposes. Examples may be:

1.1. looking at other EMS sites for good practice, 

1.2. looking at other NHS sites to keep up to date with NHS developments, 

1.3. looking at research sites such as universities for, say as an example, clinical audit research.

2. No material may be downloaded/viewed from the Internet that is obscene or offensive or may be offensive; any such material that is accidentally accessed that is of this nature must be deleted immediately and the site/material must not be viewed again.

3. "Chat" type communication where online conversations are held with other Internet users are prohibited - this is different from e-mail which is covered by the e-mail Code of Practice

4. No software may be downloaded from the Internet under any circumstances.

5. Exceptions to business use must not interfere with your ability to do your job nor must they affect the good reputation of the LAS. On this basis 2/3 accesses per week are allowable for your private use but only ever on the basis that the requirements elsewhere in this policy are adhered to absolutely. I.E. You can check your local football team site to look at a fixture list but this must not affect your job or anyone elses access to the workstation or the Internet and your access must be short and not frequent

6. Station Officers can, with the prior agreement of both their Director and the Director of Technology, allow operational crews to visit sites while they are on duty but awaiting activation provided always that this does not interfere with patient care or the efficiency of the station. This type of access is seen as the same as watching TV but awaiting activation by CAC - again the material viewed must satisfy this policy in all respects. Off duty crews may also benefit from this provision provided always that operational effectiveness and patient care is not prejudiced.

	Audit Provisions:

1. All PCs are the subject of audits of what software resides upon them.

2. Security audits will be conducted by Technology staff on a planned and a random basis.

3. Access to the Internet is logged and recorded therefore the sites accessed and the pages read are open to scrutiny. 


